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Bob Dancer is the best known video poker player and writer in the world. In just six years, after

coming to Las Vegas with a $6,000 bankroll, Dancer won more than $1 million playing beatable

machines. Million Dollar Video Poker recounts the events of those six years, with stories about his

meteoric ups and downs, and lessons for players of all skill levels. Video poker is one of those rare

casino games that can be beaten by a talented and informed player, and Dancer explains how

itâ€™s done. Never before has a top video poker professional shared so many of his winning

secrets.
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This is not a book on playing strategy. It's more an autobiographical account of how the author

extracted over a million dollars from the casinos. Many of his tactics are described in great detail.

The really amazing thing is that anyone would be so candid about his personal life and the things

he's done, and how he rationalizes doing things that many people might consider unethical, immoral

or perhaps even illegal. One sentence on page 170 is especially revealing: "I'd had a lot of people



work with me, get mad at me, and want nothing more to do with me." He seems to delight in being

disliked.There are many good recommendations, such as learning a game thoroughly before

playing it and continuing to practice on a trainer program so that your skills don't deteriorate. I

especially liked the section titled "The care and feeding of slot hosts." Flattery and gifts (bribes) will

get you over a lot of hurdles.On the very first page of the text, Bob shows his disdain for less than

perfect players. Consider a Jacks or Better hand containing a suited J-10, an off-suit King, and two

low cards, one of which may or may not be a flush penalty card. The "best" play when there is no

penalty card is the J-10 (highest EV by 0.01). I could go into a mathematical analysis discussing

how infrequent such a decision occurs, and how frequently there is a penalty card, thus making the

K-J the best play in the vast majority of cases, but Bob would come back with dozens of other trivial

situations. Therefore, I'll simply point out that several respected analysts have shown that a

penalty-card-free strategy comes much closer than 0.01% off of perfect play, and even my

easy-to-follow Precision Play rules come within 0.01% of the game EV.
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